
 

Assignment 2.1: Garden Birdwatch 
For this assignment you will be undertaking a Mini Garden Birdwatch and entering the 

data into the Discovering iRecord activity. 

 

Undertake a Garden Birdwatch in your garden or local park 

1. Designate an area to observe. This can be your garden or a specific section of 

a local park. 

2. Watch the birds in your garden or local park for 30 minutes and fill in the form 

below 

3. Only count the birds that land in your garden or on your feeder, or local park, 

not those flying over. 

4. The same birds may land more than once. To avoid counting them twice, please 

write down the highest number you see of each bird species at any one time 

within the 30 minutes – not the total number you count over 30 minutes. 
 

 

Bird species Count 

House sparrow  

Starling  

Blue tit  

Woodpigeon  

Blackbird  

Goldfinch  

Great tit  

Robin  

Long-tailed tit  

Collared dove  

Blue tit  

Chaffinch  

Magpie  

Jay  

Carrion crow  

Wren  

Dunnock  

  

  



 
Enter your results into the Discovering iRecord activity 
 

5. Log in to iRecord and find the Discovering iRecord activity will appear in your 

list activities on the ‘My activities’ tab. 

 
 

6. Click on the Garden Birdwatch form to enter your results. The form that you 

are taken to is the standard form for entering a list of records (for a site for a 

date). The form consists of two tabs. 

 

 

7. Complete the following fields on the ‘What did you see?’ tab: 

• Date 

• Recorder name 

• Species 

• Certainty 

• Quantity 

• Sex 

• Stage 

• Identified By 

• Comment 

• Add photo 

 

 

8. Complete the following fields on the ‘Where was it?’ tab 

• Location 

• Enter a spatial reference 

• Habitat 

• Overall comment 

Note: If you hit the enter key at any point while on this tab it will submit the 

record so avoid using it when on iRecord. 

 

9. Click on the ‘Submit’ button on the ‘Where was it?’ tab to submit the Garden 

Birdwatch. 

 

 

Padlocks can be clicked ‘locked’ so that fields are auto filled with the same 

information if filling in the form several times (for example for the same site 

over several days). 



What did you 

see? tab 

 

Date: Enter the date that you observed the birds that 

you are recording in the format dd/mm/yyyy or select 

the date from the calendar that pops up when you click 

inside this field. 
 

Click on 

the X to 

delete a 

row. 

Species: Type 

in the species 

name. iRecord 

will try to 

predict what 

you are 

entering from 

its species 

dictionary and 

offer you a list 

of potential 

species. You 

can enter 

common or 

scientific 

names. 
 
 

Stage: Leave blank or enter ‘not 

recorded’, ‘adult’, ‘pre-adult’ or 

‘other’ if known. 

Identified by: 

iRecord will 

automatically fill 

this in with your 

name. 

Note: somebody 

else undertook the 

ID you will need to 

manually enter 

their name here. 
 

Comments: This free text box allows 

you to add any additional information 

relating to the individual species 

record. You can add any information you 

have about the organism(s) observed, for 

example the colouration or behaviours. 

You may also wish to add information 

that will help the verifier know that your 

ID is reliable, such as the details of any 

ID resources that you used. 
 
 

Add photos: 

click on the blue 

‘Add images’ 

button to add 

photos of the 

species that 

you’ve observed 

Note 1: This is 

NOT 

compulsory, 

though it may 

help a verifier 

when assessing 

your record 

Note 2: You 

must have 

entered a 

species before it 

will allow you to 

add images. 
 

Recorder name: iRecord will automatically fill this in 

with your name. 

Note: if you are entering a record made by somebody 

else you will need to manually enter their name here. 
 

Identification 

table: Fill in 

one row per 

species 

observed 

Note: A new 

row will 

automatically 

appear once 

the bottom 

row has been 

filled in. 

 
 

Certainty: 
Choose 
‘Certain’, 
‘Likely’ or 

‘Uncertain’ 
depending on 
your level of 

confidence in 
the 
identification. 
 

Quantity: 
Enter 
number of 
individuals 
within a 
species 
observed. 

Sex: Leave 

blank or enter 

‘not recorded’, 

‘male’, ‘female’ 

or ‘mixed’ if 

known. 



Where Was 

It? tab 

 

Location: Type in 

the site name. for 

residential 

addresses just type 

the street name, 

not full address. 
 

Remember site: Clicking 

this will save the name and 

grid reference for this site so 

that it appears in a list of 

suggested sites when you fill 

in this field in future entries. 

Map layers: 

Clicking this white 

plus symbol brings 

up a menu of 

different map 

layers to view. 

Grid Reference: this can be 

entered manually or automatically 

filled in by selecting the square 

from the map (different size 

squares are available at different 

levels of zoom). 

Postcodes and place 

names can be used 

to search for a 

location on the map. 

Habitat: Select 

the appropriate 

habitat from the 

dropdown menu.  

You can select a 

more precise habitat 

once a broad habitat 

has been selected. 

Overall comments: Free 

text box for comments 

relating to the full list of 

species you are recording. 

Interactive 

Map: 

Includes 

Zoom and 

navigation 

controls. 

Submit: Free text box 

for comments relating 

to the full list of species 

you are recording. 

If you hit the enter key at any 

point while on this tab it will 
submit the record so avoid 
using it when on iRecord. 
 


